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FOREIGN COUNTRIES REPORT.

ALBANIA.

Relationes with Serbin.—On 4th November Sir Alban Young reported [No. 244]
from Belgrade that a press burean there had issued a communiqué emphatically
denying the truth of the reports in the foreign press vespecting a Serbian invasion of
Albania. Tt stated that the operations of the Serbian troops had beer confined to the

-re-establishinent of the demarcation line which the Tiava Government had violated
{? soune) weeks ago ata time when it thought that the Albaninn guestion would he
gettled accovding to its (7 desive), namely, by the re-establizshment. of the frontiers of
1913, and had accordingly sent troops to ocoupy the territory.

O the other hand, a press telegram from Uskub dated 3rd November stated that
the Serbian troops on the river Drin in the Prisrend svea, having been attacked by the
Tirvana troops who held the villages of Suraj Nemzi and Kolsh, had counter-attacled,
erossing the Dhin in the neighbourhoad of Bushati, and had cceupied (P the above
mentioved) villages with the assistance of the native population.

A forther telegram stated that in o vecent action round Kalinit Aras the Serbian .

troops captured over 650 Tirana soldiers and 12 officers, two of the latter being Italians,
who stated that they bad been sent into Albania to reorganize the Tirana arm§.

On the zame day My, Eyres veported [No. 46] from Durazzo that the Serbs had
pecopied Tmrja and Oroshi, and advanced south to within one honr of Lisa. The
Mati valley was crowded with refugees and others were (¥ being) driven into the snow
on the mountaing.  The Albanian Government was at the end of its munitions of war
and YESOUTCES ; and the whole ﬂ(ll‘l][:!'?.tlﬂtlﬁn north of Tirana was dislocated.

[Sec under ' Serbia.”]

Frontiersa—0On 5th November Lord I-hﬁhu.ge reported [No. 851] that the
Clonference of Ambassadors had fixed the frontiers of Albania that morning, and that
the Ttalians hiad accepted under protest the compromise for Kastratis

Recoqnition nf fhe Government.—On Tth November Lord Curzon instrocted
[No. 20] My Eyres to inform the Albanian Government that, in view of the decision
of the Ambassadors’ Conference regarding the frontiers of Albania, His Majesty's
Government, recognized the present Albanian Government s thf; de jure as well as
the de jacto Government of the whole of Albania.

And on the 10th November Sir George Buchanan reported [No. 453] that the
Ttalian Minister for Foreign Affairs had welcomed the actiop tiker by His Majesty’s
Government, and wonld also recognize the Albanian Gm&]nment both as the de jure
and the de faclo Government.

ARABIA.

Negotiations with King Hussein [F.CR., Iv, p. 2]l—Lord Curzon felegraphed
[No. 99] as follows to Major Marshall at Jeddah on 9th November :—

TFuad-el-Khatib telegvaphed direct on 5th November to the Foreign Office that
King Hussein apologizes for the message sent in the Cairo telegram No. 598 (of 20th
OUetober) and wishes to re-open negotiations thr m1g]l Abdullsh.  Please make a
-suitable aclnmwledgmam.

Please telegraph if King Huszein really desives to open uegﬂblatiﬂus and, if so,
mulke sure’ that Abdullah is actually given full powers to sign the treaty. The text of
the draft treaty in your despatch of 10th October shows that such full powers were given
by King Huossein to Ali and Fuad-eLKhatib. Presumalily they were subsequently
withdrawn by King Hussein ; otherwise it is not clear why his signature to the treaty
ghould have heen requirved at all.

In any ease it i8 now too late to aveange for a vieit of the Prinee of Wales.

To this Major Marshall veplicd [No. 95] on 14th November :—

King Hunssein sent to Emir Abdullah his own copy of the trealy. He has sent
me a copy of the Jetter sent with this treaty, and in that letter he authorizes the lmir
to rewrite and sign the treaty provided that he sticks to the rights mentioned in King
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Hussein's deeision, a copy of which is heing sent to the Emir by one of his
representatives. This is presumably Abdul Malik. King Hussein has not sent me a
copy of this decision. Personally I am opposed to accepting the treaty not signed or
ratified by King Huossein himszelt. From previous experience I am of opinion that
anv other signaire is worthless, and on two previous oceasions he has repudiated
e Abdullah’s signature.  In this case it it suits him he will simply say thot the
Tomir did not (7 earry ong) his decisions, !
I acknowledged Foad’s telegram ia suitable termns,

ARMENIA,

The dvmenians of Cilicia [F.C1L, liv, p. 2] —Fir Horace Rombold telegraphied
[¥o. 719] as follows from Constautinaple on 10th November :— ;

The hexds of the three Avmeviun relief (T comunittess) called on me again to-day

and informed me that the poblication of the Franco-Kemalist convention had confinned
their previonsly expressed apprehensions, as it contained no guarantes of the security
of the christians in Cilicia . beyond the were wovrd of Mustapha Kemal Pasha. 1§ the
terms of the convention ave carried oot, Cilicia will be evacuated by the French in
less than two months, The situation of the christians will then be even worse than
shat prevailing o the rest of Anatolia owing to the recent state of war between the
Tharks and the Armenians, and the fact that the Franco-Turkish negotiations had not
beew geeompanied by any recouciliation between the warring races, and no objection
hias been raised to the abolition by the Kemalists of the ancient privileges of the
]_:u'.[‘[.riau'l:'.|r=|.t13!-.=. :

The Armenian patriareh has received a telegram, dated Sth November, from the
cathelieos of Cilicia stating that it is the nnalterable deterppination of his commuonity
to wmigrate in order to escape a catastrophe, and asking that shipping may be
provided and places of safety indicated. My visitors pointed out that Armenians
have returned to Cilicia after the armistice vnder preesore from the British auiho-
rities in Syria and Fgypt, when sssurvances were given that the allied oecupation of
that provinee guaranteed their safety ; and they now appealed to the seuse of justice
of His Majesty’s Government not to abandon this remnant of the Armeniau nation to
its fare, but to use their influence with the Frewch Guovernment to take effective
measures for its protection. -

I said I quite appreciated the difficulty of the sitnation, but all T eould do was to
repert. the cireumstances to my Grovernment, '

T'hey had seen the reports of the French High Commissioner's interview with the
representatives of the local press and his warning to the Turks of -the deplorable
rezalts which woald follow any ill-treatment of the christian minovities, and credit
gt be given to General Pelle for the anxiety which Le evidently feels on that secore,
They also nrust know the nuaterial impossibility of meeting the request for shipping
to transport so large a body of refugees at such short notice to noknown destinations.

They veplied that, if this =solution was ruled out, the alternatives were either to
stay and face the consequences, which meant destruction, or to get the French to
delay evacuation until a definite treaty of peace provided a settlement of the Armenian
question.

[ said that the lattar alternative would imply a vevision of the Franco-emalist
convention, which would be difficult fo obtain; and asked whether the Cilician
Avmenians could not be tvansferred by land to the French miandatory avea in Syria.
O their snggesting that the French might not accept them, I replied that that waz a
matter which coneerned the FPrench, bnt Syria appeared to be the only safe place to
which the peaple conld le evacoated in time if the French withdraw their troops in
the term Taiil down by the conventiom,

AUSTRIA.

The Plébigeite~The following telegram [No, ?64] was sent fromi Vienna by
My, Tindley ou Bth November ;:—

The Austrian Government learn from Qedenburg thal the zenerals intend to ligld
the plébiscite within eight days of the withdrawal of the bands, 1 no allied troops
are present, the plébiscite will be held under the Hungarvian orceopation,

The Austrian Government have protested strongly at Parie and declared ihat the
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conditions oit which the Austrian Parliament sanctioned the continunnce of the negotia-
tions will not have been fulfillad unless the plébiscite is carried out by common

aceord. In these circumstances, the Xustrian” Governsent will not recognize its

walidity.

I need not point out that a plébiscite beld under Hungavian administration and
forces will be regarded here as a pure farce.  In the other neighbouring States it will
probably Le considered snmewhat worse.

BELGIUM.

Customs on Germon goods.—On 4th Novewber Bir George Grahame reported
[No. 178] from Brussels that the Belgian Government intended to increase considerabiy
the costoms duties on German goods, and that a new taxiff would come into force
wmwediately. The goods concemed would be manufactured articles, of which lahour
“formed a Targe port of the eost of production. Foodstulls awl cow materials for
Belgian industries would not be affected, -

It was reported that the entire Belgian customs taniff in respect of imporis from
all eonntries would be revized before the end of the year, in order to ving the
enztoms policy into linewith the protectionist measnres adopted by other conntries.

CHINA,

Maeao [F.C1., liv, p. 3]—The following telegiam was sent [No. 538] to Siv
Beilby Alston on 4th November with reference to his own of 17th October [No. 3807 :—

Lord Curzon informed him that the following covize of action was propesed :—
That steps may be taken to secure the final settlement of the howndary guestion, the
Portuguese Government will be pressed to submit the matter to the League of Notions;
that the Portuguese Government will be asked whether they would be willing, as an
act of graes, to allow the Chinese the free nse of that half of the harbonr which gives
them access to their own territory —if so, His Majesty's Government would advise the
Chingse to discuss the question i a reasonable spirit, and would intimate that o
condition precedent to any dizcussion must be the removal of the gunboat; and that
the incident of 16th September must be dealt with on the spot, though it will Te made
clear to the Chinese that there can be no ex parte settlementy and that in the event of
active aggression on their part His Majesty's Government would be compelled to
support the Portuguese. i

CZECHO-SLOVARTA.

Agreemeit ivitl Poland —Telegraphing [No. 159] from Prague on Tth November,
8ir George Clerk reported that the Prime Minister had announced the signature of
the Polish-Uzecho-Slovak agreement on the previons afterncon.  Of the pive articles
of which the agreement consisted the most important were the following : —Article 2.—
The exercise of a benevolent neutrality in the case of an attack by a neighbouring
Btate, and permission for the [ree transit of war material.  Article 3.—The
disinterestedness of Czecho-Blovakia in Eastern Galicin, the dissolution of Ukranian
formations and the snppression of anti-Polish propaganda, with reciprocal obligntions
by Poland.  Article 4—Mutual and reciprocal recognition of all political and
peonomical agreements between Uzerho-Slovakia, Romania, and Jugo-Slavia on the
one gide, and Poland, France and Romania on the other. Article 5.—The settlement
of economic and financial questions by & commercial convention. Axticle 6.—
Important disputes to be settled by wrbitration. Eubject to the arrangement for the
settlement of certain frontier disputes by a jeint Polish and Czecho-Slovakian
delegation, the agresment was to last for five years with the option of denynciation
after two years,

FRANCI,

The - Angore Agrecinent.—On 12th November Sir Horsce Rumbold reported

* [Ne. 725] From Constantinople that at & banguet of the Irench colony on Armistice

Doy the French High Commiszsioner made the following references io the Franco-
Nationalist agreement :— ' i

In concluding the agreeent France has given o striking proof of her respect for

the self-determination of peoples, and of confidence in her lormer enemies. The
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agreement is not peace.  IE is a veversion to the armistice status which the attacks of
the Nationalist forces had broken. Frauvce has still to liring about, in concert with
her Alliee, that lasting and definite peace which s indispeusable for the two
hgilugmeuta still face to face with one another; and s necessary lo the commereial
prosperity of Constantinople. [

Let us hope that the Irench agrcement ai Angorn may serve as an example and
as the forerumner of the inevitable * transactions ™ which will Hnally vestore peace in
the Near ast. -

GERMANY.

Fiuanee.~The following telegram [No. 3177 was sent by Tord d’Akernon an fth
Noveimnber:— :

I had an interview with the Clhancellor vesterday.  His Exeellency said that his
policy would continwe to be * fulfilment up to Germany’s utmost capacity.”  The fall
i the mark, however, rendered payment in gold inereasingly onerous; the liability
of 4 nillinrd gold warks had represented a month age 70 milliard paper—already
{?a) sum excesdive Germany’s revenne.  “l'o-day it represented 150 williards of paper
marks—more than twice the presont revenne. _

lle had some (?contidence), however, that the Reichstag would accept his
taxation scheme, which would inerease the revenue by 40 milliards and bring it up to
hetween 90 and 106 wnillisrds » year.

The Upper, Silesia decision had diminished Germany’s physical capacity to pay,
while the moral effect of the disappointment at so nnfaiv and nnexpected a division of
the induztrial triangle had nndoubtedly been a great factor in the fall of the mark.
He had been in ilferent pacts of Gernany; everpwhere he was asked the same
guestions: ' What does it mean?" “Ias there to be no retorn to Germany for her
effurts in paving milliards 7 “ Do they intend to bring vs dewn altogether? "

e was alarmed by the increasing influence of France in Central Europe.  Until
lutely e had thought that Useclio-Slovakia wonld zetaly some independence—now
sl <lppemei to have entered into a French and Pelish (7 combination’. (? The teeaty)
hetween Warsaw and Prague was signilicant.

Tl Treaty witl the United States.—0n 12th November ],.o-] d d’Abernon repﬂlted
[No. 520] that the ratificatious of peace between the United States of America and
Giermany had been exchanged the night befors,

Urpen Sinesta.

Kadnapping—Siv H. Boart ielegmphecl [No. 370] from Clppeln as-follows on
10th November :—

The inter-allied conmission contivues to receive complaints as io the kidnapping
of persons in the plébiscite area and their detention in Germany and Poland. As the
commission has in many cazes no means of verifying those statements, and as the
representations made by it to the two Governments concerned have had no effect, my
eollengues and I have eonzidered it desirable to request onr respective Governments
to take steps in Berlin and Warsaw with a view to obtaining the liberation ‘of all
persons who have been kidnapped in and removed from the plébiscite area. It would
further be desivable that the juter-allied commission should he anthorized to send a
delegate to Germany and Poland, cspecn‘l]g, to the camps at Kottbuz in Germany and
Susnowice in Paland, in which camps it wonld appear from the information available
that the majority of the Eidnapped persons are detained,

HUNGAR

The House of Habsburg—Mr. Hohler telegraphed [No. 420] Erom Budapest on
41l Wovember the following literal tranzlation of the Bill before Parlimment for the
abolition of the sovereign rights of King Karl and of the heveditary suecession of the
lmu%e of Halsbarg : —

. The sovereign rights of King Karl ave abolished.

" The pragmatic sanction contained in Laws 1 and 2 of 1723 and regulating the
hewklt[mv succeszion of the house of Austria has lost jts legal fovee, and thus the
nation has regained the vight of freely choosing a king,

dib— I
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3. The nation maintains its traditional constitntional kingdom, though it puts off
fillinz the royal throne to some luter date and entrasts the Government with the task
of hringing forward proposals for this purpose at a suitable time.
4. This law eomes into force on the day of its promulgation,

O the following day Mr. Hobder telegraphed [No. 427] the following trenslation
of a telegram sent that day to the Couference of Ambassadors by the allied diplomatic
representatives  in reply to a telegram yoceiverd [rom the Conference on 4th
November :—

We have anticipated the latest imstroctions of the Conference of Ambassadors
regarding the addition of an article to the law proclaiming the dethronerent of the
Habshurgs, We luve now ouce more drawn the attention of tha Hungavian Govern-
ment in a moest categorical manner to the views of the Conference of Ambassadors in
regard to the necessity of this fresh step. Uy reason, however, of the great responsi-
bility incombent on us, we consider it our doty fo explain to our Covernments,
without reserve, the situation as i presents itsell to us at Borlapest to-day —-

(13 The Hungarian Government have formed the opinion that, as a resnlt of 1he
abolition of the pragmatic sanction, and of the consequent dethronement of all the
Habshurgs from the throne of Hongary, they are compelled to revert to the principle
of free slection {¥ enstomary) belfore 15206, and to formulate it in the law of the land,

(2} The Hungarmn Government have not deemed it desirable on this ocoasion
to specily that the Habshurgs will not be eligible, because the Conlerence of
Ambagsadors have confived themselves to demanding the dédiéance of the dynasty :
becanse this déchéance prevents any Halsburg restoration in ecmbprmity with the
preceding decisions of the Conference of Ambassadors; and becanse in these civeum-
stances the Hungarian Govermment cannol in any way contemplate preparing for the
election of a Habsburg prince. : [

(3) In proof of the above, the lMungarian Government have (? undertnken: to)
make a formal written declaration to us in this sense when communicating the official
text of the law. Now we must assume that this declavation, whieli is of ephemeral
import, will, strietly speaking, be the only thing in Hungarian eves. [In point of face,
the traditicnal laws of this country have always declared as inoperative the dethrone-
ment of any monarch on the part of Parliument, and there are even two examples in
history, in 1160 and 1545, when soversigns thus deposed have subsequently reigned
withont any fresh legislative measore having been considered necessary to re-establish
then: in their imprescriptible right. Covsequently the present law is merely a
satisfaction given to the Uzech Government and all depends on the determiination of
the Hungarian Government, which can incidentally be counted wpon with absolute
assurance to conform themselves to the will of the Great Powers, that all Habsburgs
ghould be excluded from tha throne.  Moreover, one Iow can always be vendered void
by another,

Shonld the above observatioms ypresent themselves to the Conference of
Ambussadors as a reason for insisting with even greater emphasis upon the assertion
of a gupplementary article in the law, the representatives of the principal allied
Powers venture to point out that such a proposal, if submitted by the Hungavian
Government to the National Assembly, would, at the present piteh of national
exasperation, endanger the existence of the Cubinet and the acceptance of the law,
ancl bring alout the fmmediate invas'on of Hungary.

The problem therefore resolves itseli into deciding whether, alter s0 many
efforts have been made to restore tranguillity, this invasion wonld be advantageous or a
misfortene in the present stale of Central Burope, and whether, furthermore, it is
compatible with jostice after the clear gnavantees of subwmission given by the
Hungarian Government.

I'he problem is one which the Conference of Ambassadors alone can determine ;
the allied representatives having done their utmost, not only to keep their Gorein-
ments fully informed in regard to a situation of far-resching possilulities, but also,
throughout the dramatic events of the past days, to exercise upon the Hungarian
Govermment all the presswe homanly pessible in exceptionally diffieult moral and
" political circumstances,

Telegraphing No.420] again ou the same day, Mr. Holler said :—

We had o meeting with the Frime Minister and the Minister for Toreign Affais
thiis evening, when they informed us that the law had been passed and that they wers

i

ahout to communieate it to us oflicially,  Artiele 3 (? charges) the Government with




-

[}
the task of bvinging forward proposals for filling the throne, and thev intended
making to s a written declaration that the Government undertook not to propose not
only any Habsburg, but also any other person who should not be acceptable fo the
Giveat Powers, and that they intended further to introdues, in a week or two, a law
for punishing those people who might make propagandain favour of any candidate to
the throne.  Referring to the nole we had presented fo-day, on instrictions Yeceived
from Faris, to the effect that the exclusion of Habsbargs musi be specified in the law
itzell, they stated that they did not receive this note until the law had already been
passeil {we lenow this to e oa fuct). They considered, however, that the exclusion
wag more lirmly decided by their declarsuon than by the insertion in the law: ns one
tools the farm ol an tnternational obligation, whereas the other was lialile to revoeation,
As to the passing of u fresh-law the Prime Minister stated formally that his
Government had gone to the vimost of its power and was not able to go forther,

. On 6th November Mr. Hobler reported [No! 431] that he and his colleagues lad
received a note from the Hungarian Uovernment, oflicially communicating the fext of
thie Jaw decresing :—
110 The déchiéance of King karl, ;
(2) The abrogation of the pragmatic sanction and the déehdanee of all
Habsaburgs.
(3) Conferring on the Government the duty of filling the throne at a convenient
time,

The Hungarian Govermnent deelare that they undertake the obligation to lollow
the decision of the Conference of Ambussadors of 4th February 1920 and Svd April
1920, the oue forbidding the restoration of the Halsburgs. Moreover, hefore
undertaking the solution of the king question, they will first come to an under-
standing with the Great Powers represented ut the conference, and will not procesd
withouot theic consent. ;

To ensure more effectively the aim of the law, and to safeguard the responsibility
of the Government, it is intended to pass another law edicting penalties on any
attenipt to mwake propaganda in favour of the Mabsburgs, or any other person not
duly approved in the manver above described.

The law to-day passed the third reading, and is to be proclaimed this afternoon.

Two days later Mr, Hohler forther reported [No. 437] that the representstives of
the Little Eutsnte, in presentiog a new vote, had stated that as regards the Habshurge
question their Goveruments were entirely satisfied with the avrangements which haa
Dean come to. :

JAPAN. .

Military Budget.—Siv Charvles Eliot telegraphed [No, 443] on 12¢h November that
the awilitary attaché had ascertained from the Mmistry of War that 253 000,000 yen
18 the correct amount of the proposed military budget for the pext vear, which shows
a reduction of 10,000,000 yen compared with the corvent budger. The military
attaché does nol think that this small redoction hag any connexion with the
Washington Conference, j

The fignres quoted in iy telegram represent the anmount simctioned by a
cabinet eouncil for presentation to the Diet, but they will probubly be incrensed by
supplementary grants.  On the gther hand some people say that the Gnancial position
is 2o bad that a general reduction will be necessary,

Naval Budget,—(n 14th November Siv Charles Eliot reported [No. 449] that the
fignres for the paval budget were 135 million yen ordinary expenditure and 238
million extracrdinary ; a decrease of 109 (7 108) million yen compared with the present
bndget, due to postponing the construction of a light erniser, one (¥ sweeper) and
Emnﬁe craft aan congequent ecopomies in dockyard work.  He added that the
{* Minister for Foreign Affaivs) had informed him that a reduction of the expenditure
of the navy and other departments was necessary because the ravenue, especiully the
income-tox, had proved to be less than waz expected.

PARAGUAY.

Revolution,—On 2nd Navember Mr. Macleay, telegraphing [No. 162] from Burenos
Airves, reported that he had received the following message, dated Slst October, from
His Majesty's Chargd d’Affaires at Asuncion :—The President of the Republic was
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yesterday compelled by Schaerer to resign. The coup d'élat took place without
violence, but the political situation is very serious. Of

Telegraphing [No. 168] again on 10th November Mr. Macleay further reported
that the _folﬁ:wiug telegrams had bheen exchanged between His Majesty's Chargé
d'Adfaives 2t Asuncion and himself :—

(1) Asuncion, 9th November. A new Government under the temporary
President, Dr, Ensebio Avala, has been legally establizhed by a full Congress and 'a
new Cabinet formed ; and the situation appears to be normal. At o meeting of the
corps diplomatigue this morning to diseuss the question as to recognition, it was
decided to consider the new Government as a continnation of the previous one, and to
accept, without any remark, the invitation o meet the new Minister for Foveign
Affairs in case there i3 no time to. veceive Instructions from owr respective
"Governments.  No other course appears to be desivable. o you see any objection ?

(2) Buenvs Aives, 10th Nevemher. Your telegram of 9th November. As the
temporary President appears to have been constitutionally appointed by Congress,
I see wo objection to the adoption of the course ngreed wpon at the meeting of the
corps diplomaiique, and T am so informing the Foreign Dffice.

PRREIA.

South Persia Bifles [F.CLR, Iv, p. 6].—Telegraphing [No. 611]on 3rd November,
Mr. Bridgeman: veported as follows i —In conseguence of attacks on the South Persia
Rifles’ camp at Kazerun, I have asked the Persian Government to take all possible
steps to protect the convoy of British officers proceeding to Bushire from Bhiras,
adding that the Persian Government would be held responsible. His Majesty’s
consul ab Shiraz has arvanged for o Cossack officer to accompany the convoy as the:
representative of the Pm‘aiag Government, 4

In & Purther telegram [No. G24] dated 11th November, My, Bridgeman reported
that the Perstan Government had replied that orders had been telegraphed to the
Governor-General of Fars to ensore the safety of the officers, and that he had liad
them escorted.

Fxternal Arvengements [F.C.1., Iv, p. 8] —Mr. Dridgeman telegraphed [Xo. G13]
on Sth November that Mumtaz-ed-Dowleh had arrived and was going to Tiflis by the
next train, and was expected to leave about 9th November ; he was goiug thence to
Baku, where he was to study the conditions, According to information he hoped to
make a commercial treaty with the Azerhaijan Government.  He had not yet deeided
il he would go to Constantinople hefore proceeding to Angora,

On 13th November Mr. Bridgeman transmitted [No. 626] & report from the
military attaché that the Bussion Minister had asked Moscow for six consuls, whe

ghould Lave had previous experience of the country, to be sent for service in South .

Persia. The report also stated that 10 Swedish officers, under a Colonel Mogski, were
gaid to have left Sweden for Teheran to ke up the duties of instructors for the
Persian army.

With reference to the second part of this report the Secretary of State telegraphed
[Wo. 452] on 15th November that, pending negotintions concerning their salaries, no
Bwedish officers had yet left for Persia, %olonai Mossberg, formerly military attaché
in Lendon, was the colonel in charge,

Abdul Bale and his Adherents—0On 13th November My, Bridgeman telegraphed
[Mo. G31] as follows :—1The representative of Abdonl Balin haw asked me to facilitate
remittances from the Bahais in Persia to Abdul Baha at Hails, for the maintenance of
the latter and his smite, Hiz adherents wish to remit at once 40008 and to send
vearly remittances amounting to about 50,000 tomans. The Imperial Banle of Pervsia
refuses to place drafts to auyone, and the Bahais cannot remit the money unless we
afford facilities.

As your Lorvdship knows, the Bahais ave very numerons and ave ever incressing
in Persia. To refuse them facilities requested for the accomplishment of what to
them is a sacred doty weold offend an influential and well disposed section of the
peog)le. I view of the religious aspect of the question [ cannot mention the matter
to Pergion Clovernment, leaze inztroet whether und how the operation should be
Facilitated. , ;

IR T A il e e n ST TR e e

PRSTORrS)




76

RUSSIA,

Protest againgt Lnternational  Conference,/~The following message [No. T617]
from M. Chicherin was fransmitted by wiveless from Moseow on 3vd November, |
addressed to Lerd Covzon, M. Briand, and to the American, French, Tealian, and
Japanese Ambassadors in Londos :— :

La déclaration dn dixnenf juillet par laguells le pouvernement russe protestail
coutre ln convecation d'vne conférence internationale sur la rﬁue:it[uu it Pacifique’
sans 1 participation, resta ignorée des puissances.  En vue de Vouverture prochaine
e cette eonference le ponvernement Tosse vépate sn protestation conire cetle tentative
de résondre en l'absence des représentatives de la Ilussie des problémes, qui la
tovchent smmediatement, ainsi que so déelaration gu'il conserve sa pleine liberid
d’action dans toutes lez questions qui nuront été traitées o cetie conférence, et few
valoir cette liberté dans tontes les oecasious et pur tous les moyens qu'il jugsera -
opportins.  Le peuple travaillenr de Rlnssie a uceueilli avee lo plos grande indiguation
cette novvelle manifestation de la politique de violence et d'injustice suivie a son
égard. Le gouvernement onvrier et pavsan de Russie déclare gqu'un penple do
cent trenta miilions ne penmettva pas qu'on fasse vielenee & sa volonté et ne se laissera
pas traiter comme un objet inerte des décigions d'antrai.  Le peuple travaillenr de
Itnssie qui consaere ses plos grands elforts sur sa reconstruction éconowique sait que,
malerd 1o Funine resultant du blocus des Alliés ct de ln sécheresse, le moment de ln
renaissance de sa furce économique et de sa puissance politique approche rapidement.
Ce qui actnellement violent les exigéanees les plos- éldwentanes de sa dignité et do
ses drpits souverning, se trouveront alovs fnce & fece 'aver lez resultantz de leur
conduite euvers la Hussie. Cc n'est aqu'avec la plus grande indignation que les
peuples de Russie penvent accueillir la déclaration d'apres laguelle les puizsances ze
chargent e veiller elles-ménies sur leurs intéréts.  La Hussie o, durant ces derniéres
années, suffisamiment experimentd ce gu'est la soliciinde des grandes puissances pour
ges Lintéréts, eeunx qul prétendent maintenant veiller 4 ses ntéréts sont les mémes
gouverpements qui arroserent de sang sou territoive en precipitant contre elle les
généraux tsaristes et que Uelranglerent (sie) dans e eordon menrtrier du bloens. Le
peuple travailleur de Russie comprend & merveille que si ces puissances s'occupent
de résoudre powr la Russie les questions qui touchent & ses intéréts ln décision sera
portée sons empire des intéréts tont autres que les siens la zolution sera trouvée au
détriment des periples de-Russie.  Ces derniers savent d'avance que tont aceord entre
les puissances qui prendrent sur elles décider pour la Russie sera certainement un
acte du méme ovdre que les traités de Versailles et de Sevres. Mais la Huissie
nest pos un pays vainen.  Elle est sortie vietoriense de toules les épranves qguoe Lui
ot fait subir les puissances qui s'arrogent maintenant la tiche de veiller 4 ses
intéréts. les wasses labovicuses de Russie ont euffisamment démontré gulelles
savent résister- aux tentatives e viclence venunt e extérienr et elles repousseront
de méme tonle nouvelle tentative analogue.  Quels gue soient les accords ostensifs
qui seront adoptés i Washington, le soupcon et presque la certitude =ubsister, ont
tomjours que des accords secrets ont £ié conclus an détriment de Ja Lussie et wn
élément de plus de défiance, de suspicion, et de complieations, aura &1 introduit
dans les relations internationales. Dans ces conditions les décisions de Ly conlérence
de Washington sernnt inévitablement la source de nouwveaux conflits, de nouveanx
troubles, ef de nouvelles secousses. Loin d'apporter ln pasifieation elle apportera
le tronble, 1n lutte, et Ibaine dams la vie internationale des peuples et serg
seulement la canse de nouvelles ealamités pour Phannanieé,

Eeonomic Poliey.—Mr. Max AMuller telegraphed [No. 429] [rom Warsaw on
dth November that in a conversation with the lhead of the credit department of the
Ministry of Finanes, the Soviet Chargé |'Affaires had drawn special attention to the
decree of his Government relating to the negotiation of debts which, he explained,
had already beeome Inw. He bad Inid specisl emphasis on the fact that it indicated
a" radical change in economic poliey on the part of the Soviet Government.

SERBIA,

Ielations with Albania.—-On 7th November the following telegram [unnumbered]
wag sent by Mr. Lloyd George to Sir Eric Drummend, S8ecretary-General of tle League
of Nations : —

T'he continved advanece of the Yugodlav forees into Albaniy being of a nature to
digtarh international peace, His Majesty's Government desive to call the attention nf
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the council thereto, and request that yom will take immediate steps to sumiuon a
meeting of the council o consider the situation, and to agres upon the messures to
be taken under Article 16 in the event of the Serb-Croat-Slovene Guvernment refusing
or delaying to execute their obligations under the covenant.

The Ambassadors’ Conference have now decided the frontiers of Alhania, which
will at once be notified to the interested parties.

On 11th November Siv Alban Young telegraphed [No. 256] as follows from
Belgrade :— ' ]

I met the Assistant-Minister for Foveign Affairs at o reception ot the Italian
Legation this movning. M. Popovitch wus indignant at the statement made in the
Hewse of Commons that Yogoslav troops had. invaded Albania. T said that [ had
telegraphed to you the démenti I had received here; that your information was
obtained from the Albanian Government; that somebody had iuvaded Albania, and as
the SBerbs seemed to identify their couse with that of Mirdites it was not unnatoral to
tar them with the same brush. M. Popovitch then complamed bitterly that the
British Government had swomoned the couneil of the Leagne of Natinns on the

assumption that the Serbs wonld not conform with the decisions of the conference. =

I said that this precantion wouold show him in what low esteem his coumntry had fallen.
Never since it became the duty of the Ambassadors' Conference to execute treaties
had the Serbs conformed with a decision with a good grace. The conference was
always kept in a state of alarm as fo what the Serbz would or would not do. How
often during my two years of oflice had not 1 had to form one of a party of thres
commissioned to overcome Serbe’ vecaleitrancy ' The deplovable impression that had
been created was now evident. Here was the opportouity for the Serbs to rehabilitate
themselves by withdrawing from the line of demarcation withont waiting for collective
demarcation.  But how, said M. Popoviteh, can we withdraw uatil we know wlere we
are to withdraw o7 We must wait until the commission of delimitation arsived to
show us onr frontier. 1 expressed my impatience at this chicanery and alluded to the
dongers which it entailed. It would, however, he characteristic policy for this
Government to follow.

Al Popoviteh also spoke of Sagseno Island and said that Albanian integrity must
be respected by all alike. T told him that Sasseno Island was of no possible interest
to the Serbs, and that it was a matter between Albania and Italy.

On 14¢h November Sir Alban further yveported [No. 263] that the Following
telegram had that day beer sent to Paris in regurd to o joint communication which
was made by the allied representatives in writing on Tth November : —

Ta-day we have veceived a writlen reply, of which the following is a suwmary :—

The Serb-Croat-Slovens Government have never undertaken, or thought of unders
taking, any offensive whatever against Albania. The conflick at Kaltcherite Las
avisen out of the fact that the Government of Tivans hard sent their arniy to cecupy
the positions which the Serbian army had held since the end of the war in order 1o
defend themselves against Albanian vaids, :

We are veminded of the attacks of last vear in the same place, which resulted in
a note addressed on 2ded Avgust (2 1920) to the allied Governments reqgnesting
the immediate despatell of & commission of enguiry—a requeat which had not been
aecorded. 3

The nota then proceeds to point out that the Govermment of Tivana was now
engaged in o despefate struggle with the Mirdites, a chiristian tribe which wounld not
submit itself to the tyranny of the Government of Tirann and which had therefore
constituted iteelf into an independent Mirdite republic. The Mirvdites had by their
owtt forees libernterd the entive soil of Mirdita, amd during these operatioos the Serbian
army had not advanced an inch beyond Kaltcherite, where it now stoad,

Tt conclusion, the note points out that the Guvernment of Tirana had tried by
faree to ceenpy the frontiers of 1913, which up to the present had neither heen
completely traced nor vespected hy the frontier tribes.

Telegraphing [No. 264] again on the same day Siv Allan veported that he had
received a letter fvom Professor Achikou, at Belgrude, deseribing himself as Minister
of Public Worship and delegate of the Mirdites, asking him to communicate to. his
Government, as ao explanation of the situation in Albania, o telegram received from
Marka Djoni (? President of the Repnblic) of the Mirdites. "This telegram, whicl was
dated Prisrend, Mth November, deniedl the reports that the Mirdite. troops hod been
gided hy Serbisn troops and stated that * owr valisnt people, without any foreign
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* gagistance, had sueceeded in liberating their sacred soil from Bolshevik Kemalist
‘ troops of Tirana.” :
Partial Demobilization.—On  9th November 8ir Alban Young telegraphed
[No. 253] that the military attaché had reported that orders were issued last night for
the commencement of partial demobilization., The measures were confined to the
suspension of the execution of the ovder calling up the three classes, and to the release
of all veservists, transport, &c., either assembled at the recrniting district headguarters
or on their way to join their units in the concentralion areas.
In other respects the sitnation vemained as before, and all units already assembled
" iu the concentration areas were to remain there until further orders. This included
the retention of reservists who had already joined these units.

Telegraphing [No. 265] again on l4th November, Sir Alban repored that
the Ministry of War had that day informed the military attaché that erders for the
demobilization of all reservists, &e., called up for operations against Hungary had
heen issued on the night of 12th November, and that information had already been
received from the fourth army that demobilization had commenced.

T was expected that demobilization would be completed in about 10 days.

Demobilization orders did not, however, affect reservists who, when called. up,
had been drafted into units on the Albanian front. Sucl reservists were to he
retained mnfil forther orders.
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